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AmftiKlmcnts t tlie Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claimai: 

1 . (Original) A method of closing a pair of clamping anns of an endoscopic grasping 
lool surgical instminent, the pair of clampinir arms bcinir anchored to and wiihin a tubular sheath in an 
oppased, noimally open relation lo one anotlier and being of ihc type having jaws with distal tips and heels 
and having wri$is proximal lo ihc jaws, wherein the method comprises the steps of: 

urging the amis togeihcr so that diey meet at their wrists while the jaws remain open; and 
then urging the jaws togeiher 50 ihal they mcel first at ihcir disral lips and last at iheir heeli?. 

2. (Oriirina!) The method of claim I further comprising providing a drive ehassis 
disposed within the slieaih, said drive chassis being opcrably coupled to the clamping arms for ui-ging the 
arms together as the chassis moves distally. 

3. (Original) The nietliod of claim 2 further comprising moving die drive chassis 
distally using a drive head of a handle to cause tlie urging the arms together. 

r 

4 (Original) The metiiod of claim 2 wherein said drive chassis comprises camming 
surfaces and said each^pair of clamping urms comprises canuning ramps, and ftuther comprising engaging 
said camming surfaces with said camming ramps to cause the urging of tlie arms together. 

5, (Original) The method of claim 4 further comprising maintain ing separation of 
corresponding arras of said (wo pair of clomping arms by positioning ai least one lug on said camming 
surfaces. 

6. (Original) A method of ratcheting the closure ofa pair of jaws of an endoscopic 
grasping tool surgical instrumant comprising the steps ot x 

provging a pivoially mounted acmaior handlft^ralivdy coupled to the jafcaiJ handle having 
a drive heaWhich moves distally lo effect jaw closure and said drive head having te^th formed diereon; 
and (\t>:h^-'^*b ^ 
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ppovjdinij a pawl positioned for engagement wiih ihc teeth so as to prevent proximal movement of 
the drive head after ii has moved distally. 

7. (OrigUtal) The mcihod of claim 6 wherein the pawl is comprised of two lines of 
unequal length so thai each tine engages die teeih alteniaicly with ihe other, as the head moves distally, 

8. (Original) A method of advancing a surgical cuUcr of an endoscopic grasping tool 
surgical insTrumeui comprising: 

providing two pairs of ckmping arms, the anms of each pair heing disposed in opposed relation to 
each other, 

providing die surgical cutter disposed between the pairs of arms and supported for reciprocating 
longitudinal movement between an advanced position in which ihe cutter occupies at least part of an 
envelope of space defined by and between i%vo pairs of jaws oflhe pair of arms and a retraciable position 
in which the culler is proximal to rhc envelope; 

providing a handle having a drive head operable be^^veen a jaws open position and a jaws closed 
position; 

providing a drive rod liaving a distal end operativcly coupled to the cuuer and a proxhnal end in 
the handle; 

providing a drive plate opera tiveiy coupled to the distal end of tlie drive rod; 
moving the cutter to a cutter advanced posiu'on by moving the drive plale; and 
bloclcing movement of the cutter to the cuner ad% anced position by the drive head when the drive 
head is not in the Jaws closed position. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 further comprising providing a drive chassis 
having a proximal position adjacent to the drive head and being operably coupled to the clamping arms so 
as to move the jaws together as.the chassis moves distally and iunher comprising moving the drive head 
distally to cause the drive chassis to move distally lo mo\-e ihc jaws to a jaws closed position. 

10. (Original) llie method of claim 8 fiirthcr comprising moving the cutter Ui a cuner 
reiracted position by moving the drive plate. 

11. (Otigmal) Hie metliod ofclaim 8 wherein the moving the cutter to a cutter advanced 
position comprises moving the cutter to a position wherein a cuning edge of the cutter docs not protmde 
outside Ihc envelope. 
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1 2. (Ne^y) A meihod of ratcheting ihc closure of a pair of jaws of a surgical instrument 
comprising tlie steps of: 

providing a pivoiaily mounicd actuator handle operalively coupled lo tlie jaws, said handle having 
a drive head which moves disially lo effect jaw closure and said drive head having leedi tbrmcd diereon; 
and 

providing a pawl positioned for engagement with ihc teeth so as to prevent proximal movement of 
ihe drive head after ii has moved distally; 

wherein the pawl is comprised of nvo lines of unequal length sso that each line engages ihe teeth 
alternately with ihc other, as the head moves distally. 
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